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In 196 9 the war hed been croincr on fox twenty—three vecars* 
no r<agic tiiirrure f but a long tipe. It had been tour years since 
the heavy bopbincr ha.d started and the trooos went ov0x f and that 
was a long tipe, too. (It was^l onger than we had fouaht in world 
War II: and we had dropped already" ha^f aoa jPn wo retoi^bs^ i' it 
was long enoucrh f o-s-—there ■ ho ha.ve been - an election three vea.rs 
after the troops were sent, and since thev hadn't won end it was 
rhw clear to the public that they weren't coiner to, there was now 
new president running the war, supposedly, 

ending it* since partv^ hhpincr to win r had nominated ^ 

candidate" the—thrrrd: ye a r ~ o f--h oovv fj.rf - h i r i .n n--a- ^v^r^i^^whic h 

tlie^-getr-flf ferrs iva w a v — t he - ~r rs t - -H^iSSiS*x§5cIlaixx>rxx 
who had promised to end the war. 




hhen the spring passed without clear sictns of the war 1 s 
immediate end, no one was too worried, since necrotiations had just 
opened and it seemed natural that the new president would need ser 
to adapt hisplan^fpr endinc the war to the details "of* tb£~~Tt^Tnf- 
The student, who was Silled bv police crunfire, bv mistake, at 

the end of the soring term at Berkeley had. not been demonstratinc 
J^ly ^t the wap--i n ^ fa ct he,^personally, had not been demonstrat.ir 


against—any-thinc--but was the xHH^xKxtHK spectator—victim of 
^-1*® University of California's and Berkeley police's efforts to 


close down a People's Park so that the University could go ahead 
with its plans to make it a parkina-lot. The fact that helicopter 
dropped teargas on the studentxand Berkelev residents, uo->pct a 
techniaue developed in Vietnam and used, up till then, onlv over 
there, was taken as an early postwar phenomenon, an aspect of the 
wartime technolocry comina back home.b-fche--^a^^eX^^^4ja o g -H n vey - 
When four youno veterans of the McCarthy campaign the year before 
began, at the start of the summer, to oraanize for an antiwar 
^Paian in the fall, there were little reason to think that the 
campuees would show much interest^Zt was CTeneraTi\bbe "]^teved ** that 
the antiwar movement had. died awav sometime after Chicaaoa-^i f 
there was any point in the proposed ''moratorium” by that time anvw 
But by late summer, people were oettina impatient--more of them th 
anyone guessed, before Cctober 15—with the only si.on bv then of 
the form in which the campaign promises were beincr observed, a 
very small troop withdrawal announced at Guam, alone 2with a new 
Doctrine that didn't appear to aoolv to Vietnam, and plans for 
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for reequipping the Vietnamese Army. 

By SBBiHBfesx September, very manh people were comina to feel 
that the new Administration needed strong nudgincr to recall, the 
promises on which it had been elected, before it too got stuck on 
the Vietnam tarbaby, or in the most popular^ imaoe, marched too 
far into the auagmire. I, too, had been warned by a. friend about 
to leave the V7hite House staff, that the new team appeared, 
disastrously, to believe that it raould achieve what its predescesso 
had not, that it was not, as of that moment, planninoct to oet out. 
That seemed to me terrible. I becran to try to think of wavs that 
might encourage them to chancre that coursexx, that would, save them- 
and all of us, Vietnamese and Americans-—from repeating the mistake 

of thHixfchKir of my former colleaaues. Bv the end. of the month 

that m.iaht help,—none ,individually very promising-- 
I had thought of Several rhinos and was m the midst of trvmo them 

simultaneously^ ©ne of them, I thouaht, was likely to put me in 

prison for the rest of my life. 










In early October, 1969, Sam Brown, Dave Mixner, David Hawk 

and Marjorie _ were busyincr phoninc all over the country to 

organize the first antiwar ''moratorium" dav scheduled for ^etcher 
15. I was drafting a letter,fcHxfchHxNHKxXHxkxXiKES* with five 
colleagues at Pand, to be sent to the New York Times calling for 
US withdrawal from Vietnam within one vear, and at niaht, cepvina 
the Pentagon Papers to aive them to Senator Fulbriaht. 

jZSdve Dellinger, Douglas Dowd, Cora Weiss, Sid lens, and a doze 
or so other organizers, Quakers, pacifists, anfcx youncr antiv;ar 
activists, a Communist and hxSr several Trotskvists ioinina 

together, were planning a March Against Death in Washincrton for 
November 15, to coincide with the second moratorium day and brina, 
they hoped, the largest antiwar demHHX crowd ever Gathered to 
the capital. 

In the White House, a small croup of vouncr staffmen under 
Henfcry Kissincrer --^nthonxvLake, R oger M orr.is, Larrv Lvnn and 

Bill Watts, along with Eol. Haic and - were workina, at 

Kissinger's direction, eh on civilian plans to complement a 
previously-pEepared military plan for the total devastation of 
North Vietnam, to commence and to be announced by the president 
on Novemb er 3. 










